
Hosted nearly 100 artists in AAC flex space and gallery
Also hosted:  

Shakespeare’s Ear play rehearsal  
Three day-long painting workshops
Recurring belly dancing classes 
An IU Jacobs School of music students’ inter-arts performance
An IU Horn Club performance 
A Stormwash inter-arts performance by musicians, poets and dancers
Arts Forum with the City of Blomington at Waldron Arts Center
The Hundredth Hill Youth Arts Camp 
Limestone Carvers exhibition
A “Uketones” ukelele performance
A Creative Cafe Open mic night 
Fickel Pickin’ guitar music circle practice
A Bloomington singing group event
Biweekly Portrait Group modeling sessions

Co-sponsored Paint Bloomington event in Bryan Park
Hosted a winter holiday artisans craft fair
Received support from Indiana Arts Commission, City of Bloomington, Psi Iota Psi, National
Endowment for the Arts

ANNUAL REPORT - 2024

The Arts Alliance has experienced an impressive year of success and
growth. We boast an active board, a remarkable advisory council
comprising civic and arts leaders, and an ever-growing number of
artists and art activities at the Arts Alliance Center.

With the Arts Alliance Center located at the mall, we supported and
promoted the work of over 50 regional artists in the store’s gallery.
Additionally, AAGB continues to host monthly artist exhibits and
programs in our "flex space" and maintains collaborations with local
artist organizations such as the Bloomington Watercolor Society,
Upland Plein Air, Portrait Group, Artists for Climate Awareness, and
the IU Jacobs School of Music.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

www.bloomingtonarts.org

Our Mission: The Arts Alliance of Greater Bloomington strives to strengthen and
sustain the arts by connecting artists, cultural organization, and artistic

endeavors with patrons and the community.



ARTS CLASSES
Portrait group regular sessions
Figurative Drawing Class
Avon Waters pastel art workshop
Jason Bailey oil painting art workshops
David Seward Oil workshop
Hundredth Hill Youth Arts Camp
Biweekly Bloomington Portrait Group practice sessions

ART EXHIBITS
Upland Plein Air show – “The Things We Love” 
Joe and Bess Lee “Animalia” show 
Artist for Climate Awareness show “Earth, Life, and Our
Shared Responsibility”
“3 Photographers 3 Perspectives” show 
Limestone Carvers exhibition
Second Upland Plein Air show
Martina Celerin fabric art show, “On the Cusp of Autumn”
David Seward exhibition of oil paintings 
Arts and Crafts Holiday Show

MUSIC
Artist for Climate Awareness/IU School of Music Concert
“Stormwash” inter-arts performance by musicians, poets and
dancers
An IU Horn Club performance 
“Uketones” ukelele performance
Creative Cafe Open mic night 
A guitar music circle 
A Bloomington singing group circle

MOVEMENT CLASSES
Donna Barbrick Belly Dance Classes

MEETINGS
Arts Forum with the City at Waldron 
Annual Membership Meeting
Monthly Board Meetings
Regular AAC Artist Meetings

AAGB EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Thanks to Our Sponsors





BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Henry Leck
PRESIDENT  -  MUSIC
Professor Emeritus – Butler University. Choral Music
Founder - Indianapolis Children’s Choir.

Danielle Bruce
SEAT AT LARGE
Freelance designer, visual artist, & theatre designer.
Board member of My Sister’s Closet & Middle Way
House.

Outgoing Directors 2024

Our Advisory Council
John Armstrong
Bob Arnove
Babette Ballinger
Alain Barker
Baba Berry
Kenneth Buzzard

Patricia Cole
Pablo Fuentes 
Tom Gallagher 
Sally Gaskill 
Gabe Glodan 

Mary Grogan 
Dena Hawes 
Ursula Kuhar 
Sara Laughlin 
Denise Lessow 

Mike McAfee
Miah Michaelsen 
Martha Moore 
Gerard Pannekoek 
Brad Schiesser 

Irina Shishova 
Jaime Sweany 
Doug Tatum 
Steven Versaw 
Holly Warren 
David Young 

Michael Squires
M.A, M.P.A, PhD.
Empirical Theory and
Methodology

Lily Fishleder
LSW Therapist, Certified
Yoga Teacher, musician.

Krista Detor
Singer-songwriter and
pianist featured on
NPR and BBC.

Hiromi Yoshida
Published Poet; Faculty,
Indiana Writers Center;
Diversity Consultant,
Writers Guild Blgtn

Carol Rhodes
VICE PRESIDENT 
Watercolorist 30+ years, teaching watercolor at Ivy
Tech Center for Lifelong Learning. Founding member
and Board of Bloomington Watercolor Society.
Founder, Artists for Climate Awareness.

Sarah Asher
TREASURER & GALLERY MANAGER
MBA with an emphasis in Finance & Bachelors in
Business Management. Manager of Alliance
Center & By Hand Gallery.

Natalia Almanza
SEAT AT LARGE
IU Arts & Humanities Council Internal Programs
and Operations Coordinator.

Bob Appelman
SEAT AT LARGE
IU Professor Emeritus - Instructional Systems
Technology.

Donna Barbrick Carlton
SECRETARY 
Adjunct faculty in the School of Public Health
Physical Activity Instruction Program. Middle
Eastern Dance & Hatha Yoga  Instructor.

Emily Waldo
WEBMASTER SEAT AT LARGE
B.A. in Media with a specialization in Creative
Advertising from IU Bloomington.

Charles Pearce
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & SEAT AT LARGE
Creative Director, Adjunct Professor, and Digital
Artist. Background in commercial video production &
post-production, and content marketing. Founder of
the Bloomington Motion Artists Group.

Beth Henkel 
SEAT AT LARGE
 Owner, Law Office of Beth Henkel LLC; former Deputy
Attorney General, Indiana Attorney General's Office

Victoria Fields
SEAT AT LARGE
Founder and editorial director of local advertising
agency Fields & Co. with a B.A. in Journalism from
Indiana University and Masters in Counseling.

Tom Duffy
ARTS ADVOCATE
Fine art & documentary photographer. Emeritus
Professor IU School of Education, Learning Sciences,
& Cognitive Science.

Ryan Irvin
SEAT AT LARGE
Founder of Outside Design. Outside is a graphic
design studio specializing in bold and thoughtful
brand identity and things.

Camryn Greer
SEAT AT LARGE
O’Neil School (SPEA) at IU, former Lotus Foundation
Partner Relations Manager 
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John Armstrong
Bob Arnove
Babette Ballinger
Alain Barker
Baba Berry
Kenneth Buzzard

Patricia Cole
Pablo Fuentes 
Tom Gallagher 
Sally Gaskill 
Gabe Glodan 

Mary Grogan 
Dena Hawes 
Ursula Kuhar 
Sara Laughlin 
Denise Lessow 

Mike McAfee
Miah Michaelsen 
Martha Moore 
Gerard Pannekoek 
Brad Schiesser 

Irina Shishova 
Jaime Sweany 
Doug Tatum 
Steven Versaw 
Holly Warren 
David Young 

Henry Leck 
PRESIDENT MUSIC Rep
Professor Emeritus - Butler University.
Choral Music Founder - Indianapolis
Children's Choir.
Status - RE-elect

Donna Barbrick Carlton
SECRETARY DANCE Rep
Adjunct faculty in the School of Public
Health Physical Activity Instruction Program.
Middle Eastern Dance & Hatha Yoga.
Instructor Status - Re-elect

Sarah Asher
TREASURER & Gallery Manager 
ARTS ADVOCATE
MBA, emphasis in Finance & Bachelors in
Business Management. Former Manager of
By Hand Gallery. Status - Re-elect

Carol Rhodes
VICE PRESIDENT
VISUAL ARTS Rep
Watercolorist 30+ years, teaching watercolor at
Ivy Tech Center for Lifelong Learning. Founding
member and Board of Bloomington Watercolor
Society. Founder, Artists for Climate
Awareness. Status - First term

Natalia Almanza
SEAT AT LARGE
IU Arts & Humanities Council Internal
Programs and Operations Coordinator
Status - First term

Kendall Reeves
VENUES & PRODUCERS Rep
Owner - Spectrum Creative Group.
Professional Photographer & Indiana
Artisan. Member of Hoosier Artist Gallery in
Nashville Status - Outgoing

Tom Duffy
VICE PRESIDENT VISUAL ARTS Rep
Fine art & documentary photographer.
Emeri tus professor IU School of Education,
Learning Sciences, & Cognitive Science.
Status - Re-elect

Danielle Bruce
THEATRE Rep
Freelance designer, visual artist, & theatre
designer. Board member of My Sister's
Closet & Middle Way House
Status - Re-elect

Michael Squires
VENUES & PRODUCERS Rep
M.A, M.P.A, PhD. Empirical Theory and
Methodology
Status - Outgoing

Lily Fishleder
HEAD OF COMMUNICATIONS
SEAT AT LARGE
LSW Therapist, Certified Yoga Teacher,
Chinese Adoptee, and musician.
New York City native. Status - Outgoing

Krista Detor
MUSIC Rep
Singer-songwriter and pianist whose music
has been featured on NPR[1] and with
Mike Harding on the BBC.
Status - Outgoing

Bob Appelman
SEAT AT LARGE
IU Professor Emeritus - Instructional
Systems Technology
Status - Re-elect

Hiromi Yoshida
LITERARY ARTS Rep
Poet (5 chapbooks released); Faculty -
Indiana Writers Center.Freelance writer and
editor. Diversity consultant - Writers Guild
at Bloomington. Satus - Outgoing


